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SUMMARY 

 

House and Senate Committee Organization 
and Jurisdiction: Considerations Related to 
Proposed Department of Homeland Security 
The creation of a Department of Homeland Security, along the lines proposed by the 

Administration, would affect the jurisdiction of numerous House and Senate committees.  In 

addition, the expansiveness of the proposal may cause Congress to consider using alternative 

procedures and structures to review the proposal and to monitor the implementation of such a new department. 

This report discusses the current legislative jurisdictions of House and Senate committees with responsibility over terrorism, 

homeland security, and the agencies affected by the proposed new department.  It also examines alternative procedures and 

structures Congress might employ in studying the proposal, such as creating a select committee.  Finally, it identifies options 

for committee organization to monitor a Department of Homeland Security after its creation. 
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Disclaimer 

This document was prepared by the Congressional Research Service (CRS). CRS serves as nonpartisan 

shared staff to congressional committees and Members of Congress. It operates solely at the behest of and 

under the direction of Congress. Information in a CRS Report should not be relied upon for purposes other 

than public understanding of information that has been provided by CRS to Members of Congress in 

connection with CRS’s institutional role. CRS Reports, as a work of the United States Government, are not 

subject to copyright protection in the United States. Any CRS Report may be reproduced and distributed in 

its entirety without permission from CRS. However, as a CRS Report may include copyrighted images or 

material from a third party, you may need to obtain the permission of the copyright holder if you wish to 

copy or otherwise use copyrighted material. 
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